FOREWORD TO AMERICAN SHORT STORY

Indigenous American form = movie,

"Artful audacity” = compression + heighten feelifgfiuman responses
Characters fully drawn in few pages (not always so)

Popularity = compression (appeal to private senseir nature) + Americans
have always loved a good yarn (narration)

Craft suffered from growing neglect = demise of spaper serialization +
hunger for banal television "shows"

Short story has thrived in America (free from irtida of Anglo-European
forms & from subordination to religious function)

American writers --> first to define short storysgecific literary form
(different from novel or long narrative poem in dgin & kind)

American writers --> first to be conscious of wariin a particular literary
genre, with own rules & values

Edgar Allan Poe (1942) --> critical definitions eviews of Hawthorne's tales
--> formalized nature & demands of short story ew fiterary form + prose
form most suitable for exercise of "ambitious gshiun a writer

Central characteristic = singleness or unity oéetff-> subordinating all
characters, incidents, and even sentences, t@k giarpose + well-
constructed story capable of leaving "in the mihtlion» who contemplates it
with a kindred art, a sense of the fullest satiséac.

Short story = staple (epitome) of American magazine

From World War Il --> more popular showcases favrsistories disappeared
(Collier's Liberty& The Saturday Evening Pgst

Conception of literary form demanding the highesfic-> attracts most

talented writers in America
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Central irony springs from cluster of frequent tlesm loss of illusions
(nature of one's own experience/identity) & forgofglifferent identity from
insight gained through disillusionment (growth)

Central initiatory process touches on differenfabems, ideas, and values in
American cultural history & detailed observationnshnners & social texture
& relation to moral values <--> psychological exaition

Abstract impersonal forces of history, of mythreligion or of social
convention intersect with intricate personal dstafl individual lives
Essence of short story = detail (moment in a charadife can suggest whole
life, a day/year suggest whole segment of Amerigatory)

Short stories to be read & experienced = act efrpretation

Art relates simultaneously to past, present, atnaréu--> compendium of
knowledge about collective past as a people & wtded our future

Short Story USA
Eusebio V. Llacer Llorca
Curso 2009-2010

VNIVERSITATH DVALENCIA
OpenCourseWare



